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Cleveland National Forest Foundation Welcomes New Board Member Murtaza Baxamusa  
  
DESCANSO, CALIFORNIA, SEPTEMBER 28, 2011 – The Cleveland National Forest Foundation is 
pleased to announce the addition of board member Murtaza H. Baxamusa, Ph.D, AICP.  
 
“We are honored to welcome Murtaza to our board as CNFF works to address critical land use and 
transportation planning issues in San Diego,” said CNFF Board Chair Jack Shu. 
 
“Murtaza’s expertise and long history of urban planning, environmental justice and community mobility 
make him a natural fit for CNFF,” added Executive Director Duncan McFetridge. “He joins us at a critical 
time in San Diego when we need, more than ever, a unified approach to transit planning.” 
 
CNFF has recently released The 50-10 Transit Plan1

 

 for San Diego. The Plan envisions 50 years’ worth of 
transit build-out within a 10-year period, bringing jobs and homes closer together, air and quality of life 
improvements, and community accessibility.  

Per Dr. Murtaza, “I joined CNFF because they are at the forefront of sustainable planning in the region, 
advocating for meaningful transit solutions, and educating the community about the real consequences of 
dumb growth on both the planet and the people.” 
 
The addition of Murtaza Baxamusa to the board will further advance the natural resources and 
community-building goals of the Cleveland National Forest Foundation. See his attached biography for 
additional information. 
 
 
About Cleveland National Forest Foundation 
 
The Cleveland National Forest Foundation is a nonprofit group dedicated to preserving the plants, animals 
and other natural resources of the Southern California Mountains by protecting the land and water they 
need to survive. They recognize that preserving the environment requires building functional and efficient 
cities. The Foundation is therefore committed to sustainable regional land use planning in order to stem 
the tide of urban encroachment on wild-lands. They advocate for good city-building and containing urban 
sprawl that threatens the remaining natural ecosystems that exist in the back country of San Diego.   
 

                                                        
1 http://www.transitsandiego.org/transitsandiego/pdf/50-10_PlanFinal.pdf 
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Murtaza H. Baxamusa, Ph.D., AICP 
  

Dr. Murtaza Baxamusa is a certified planner by the American Planning Association and serves 
on the Board of Directors of the San Diego City-County Reinvestment Taskforce. He has over 10 
years’ experience in economic development and sustainable urban planning. He is currently the 
Director of Planning and Development for the Family Housing Corporation of the San Diego 
County Building and Construction Trades Council, where he is responsible for directing the 
corporation to expand its portfolio of affordable housing in the region. He writes the blog, 
Middle Class Thinker for VoiceOfSanDiego.org and serves on the real estate panel for the San 
Diego Union Tribune. He also volunteers as the Secretary-Treasurer of the Middle Class 
Taxpayers Association, a new nonprofit advocating on behalf of the middle-class that he helped 
found.  

Dr. Baxamusa received his doctoral (PhD) degree in Planning from the University of Southern 
California (USC) in 2008. His study on community benefits agreements received the award for 
best the doctoral dissertation in planning at USC, and was published in the academic journal of 
record in American planning education. He received a Master's degree in Planning an USC, and 
Bachelor's degree in Architecture from the Indian Institute of Technology. 

In his last position as the Deputy Director at the Center on Policy Initiatives, Dr. Baxamusa 
authored numerous policy briefs and studies on issues concerning working families, and is 
frequently cited by the media and legislators as an expert on these issues. His public policy 
accomplishments include expanding the living wage to outsourcing, economic prosperity in the 
General Plan, and responsible contracting. His report on city finances "Bottom Line" is one of 
the most referenced in municipal budgeting in the city of San Diego. The City of San Diego 
proclaimed June 17, 2008 to be “Dr. Murtaza H. Baxamusa Day” in recognition of his work in 
the city. 

Prior to moving to San Diego, Dr. Baxamusa was a researcher at the USC Center for Economic 
Development. He worked on sustainable development strategies for cities in Southern California. 
The Center was recognized as the National Center for Eco-Industrial Development by three 
federal agencies. 

Dr. Baxamusa lives in Bird Rock with his wife and two daughters. 
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